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Principal’s message
Another busy and productive term is drawing to a close and we are all looking forward to a well deserved holiday. 

Our school NAPLAN results indicate significant growth from year 3 to year 5, especially in numeracy. Academic progress is enhanced when children practise skills such as reading and basic maths facts at home. Thankyou to parents/caregivers who support their children’s learning by ensuring they complete daily ‘Home Reading’ and homework tasks. If you wish to discuss your child’s academic progress at any time, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me.

Earlier this term all students entered a competition to draw their house for LJ Hooker. Although we did not win, we were awarded a participation prize of $150 for effort. We’re putting the money towards end of year activities.
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Thanks to Louise Dews for helping the students plant a vege patch. Thanks also to Glen Williams (Bellbird Produce) who donated some seedlings. We’re all looking forward to tasting the harvest.
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DET has installed a water filter on our tank system and removed all lead from the roof so now the water is safe to drink. I’m hoping that new drinking bubblers will soon be installed.

Our student numbers are growing and this week a new student enrolled in Year 1. Welcome to Yessenia. Next year’s Kindergarten starters are invited to join us for orientation sessions on Thursday mornings in November.
 Please complete the attached survey for anticipated enrolments if you know of any children likely to enrol at our school in the next three years.

We will be attending swimming lessons at Kurri Kurri pool with Wollombi and Laguna Schools again this year. These will be on 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 18th November from 12:30-2:00. We will be travelling by bus. Cost will be $27:50 and further details will be sent out next term. As with all student expenses, if you have difficulty meeting costs please contact me to arrange student assistance.

Term 3    Upcoming Events
Friday September 3/10     Y5/6 Ellalong-Interrelate

Friday September 24        Last Day Term 3

Monday October 11          Term 4 Begins

Wednesday October 13    P & C Meeting @ 6.30pm

Student Banking
Student banking day is Tuesdays weekly. As your child learns to save by banking at school the school receives commission from the bank.
Primary school parent tips
Going Nude???

Looking after the HEALTH of the planet and our bodies!

It’s so easy to just buy little packets of food for the lunchbox, but all those wrappers are non-recyclable and end up in landfill. Not only is this harmful to the planet, but buying pre-packaged food is also very expensive. 

Why not rid the financial burden of pre-packaged foods and do the planet a big favour, make your child’s next lunchbox a NUDE lunchbox. These lunchboxes have lots of different sized water-tight compartments for different types of food.

 Buy foods whole then cut them up and pop it straight into the lunch box. Include a frozen bottle of water or milk to keep the food cold, fresh and safe from bacterial growth. The drink will be defrosted in time for lunch! Once at home, simply pop it straight into the dishwasher and its ready for the next day. 

There are various accessories if you need them, with different sized containers and “skins” (cooler bags) your child could choose. Try filling the lunchboxes with carrot and celery sticks and a hummus or salsa dip; chopped or whole fruit, a yummy salad sandwich or a bean burrito. Emptying some tablespoons of yoghurt from a big family tub into a little container will save loads of money.  You can get a ‘nude’ lunchbox online at www.nudefoodmovers.com.au or Big W, Coles, Woolworths and Office Works will have a range of brands to choose from. They typically retail from $5 - $15 without skins and with or without drink. 
Asthma & Allergy Friendly Gardens
Planting a wheeze and sneeze free garden can improve the health and well being of people affected by asthma and allow them to enjoy the beauty and tranquillity of nature. For more information please visit www.astmansw.org.au or ask Mandy for  a brochure.
Holiday Activities
Cessnock Vacation Care has lots of adventures for children over this coming holiday period there are Centre based activities and excursions to the movies Kurri Kurri Aquatic Centre, Blackbutt Reserve, Fighter World, the  Mattara Festival and sand boarding in Port Stephens. Ask Mandy for the brochure and join in the fun or phone the centre on 4990 2687.

Cessnock PCYC also has vacation care available from 8:30am to 5:30pm daily for children in Kinder to Y6. Affordable child care registered for quality assurance and accreditation, Safe, Fun & Active. Phone 49911407. 
Cessnock and Kurri Kurri librarys have holiday activities for cildrean aged 0 to all ages. Baby Rhymetime, Storytime, Magic Craft Workshop, Twilight Stories, Australian Animals Drawing Workshop, JD’s Magic Show and Bob Turner Wildlife Show Phone for bookings 4993 4384.

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Services have Discovery walks, talks and tours scheduled for the holiday period. Everything from Wildflowers and Whales to Fabulous frogs also a new tour, Mangrove Boardwalk Discovery where Discovery Rangers and the CMA Water Watch team join together to discover the natural wonders of life amongst the mangroves. For bookings please phone 4984 8200.

Community Notice Board
Coalfields United ASC will commence Friday October 8 at 6pm. Come along and join the family swimming club. For more information please phone Ellena Morris on 0418 625 482.

Hunter Music Academy, established in Cessnock in 1979 has a new guitar teacher Marty Crockford. Marty offers lessons from beginners to advanced, contemporary or classical methods, exams or just for fun. Also offering Bass guitar lessons. For more information please phone 4990 7728 or 0401 320 253 Piano and violin lessons are also available.

Swamp Queen Ball 

Dust off your dancing shoes and break out your best fancy dress! Come along for a night of live entertainment, fun and games. Saturday October 23, 2010, 6:30pm ‘til late at Paxton Bowling club, $25- a ticket including a 2 course meal, crowning of the Swamp Queen, monster raffles and fun. Tickets are available for purchase at Paxton Public School all proceeds go to Paxton school. Tickets must be paid for in full by October 8, 2010.

Future Enrolments
Please complete the survey attached to this newsletter and return it to school at your earliest convenience.

School Website

To keep up to date with all school news please log on to our website www.congewai-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
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